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The Indian mackerel, kh ich forms a 
ighly fluctuating seasonal fishery in the 
country is one of our most important 
migratory, shoaling pelagic fishes. burhg 
the 10-year period from 1965 to 1974, the 
annual catch of tk is f ish was estimated 
to be 78,750 tonnes forming 9% of the 
country's marine fish production. The 
landings in the period, however, fluctuated 
between 21,700 tonnes in 1968 and 
2,04,575 tonnes in 1971, and the per- 
centage of the mackerel in the marine fish 
catches varied between 2 in 1968 and 18 
in 1 931. 
On an average about 71,595 tonnes 
forming 91% of the mackerel landings in 
India are caught along the west coast, 
between Kanyakumari in the south and 
Ratnagiri in the north. The fishery, never- 
theless, is concentrated mainly between 
Sui lon (in Kerala) and ~atnag i r i  (in Maha- 
rashtra). Even in this region, the largest 
catches appear north of Ponnani (in Kerala), 
and only moderate catches to its south. 
~ e r a l i ,  Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra 
are the maritime states in this intensive 
mackerel fishing zone. The length of this 
mackerel fishing zone is 1,098 km, of which 
  era la has a coast of 464 km (from Quilon 
to the north), Karnataka 270 km, Goa 11 0 km 
and Maharashtra 254 km (upto Ratnagiri 
from south). 
As Kerala is the longest in the zone, 
the width of its already exploited coastal 
belt is also the largest. In the region 
between Ponnani and Cannanore, it extends 
upto 20 km offshore. whereas' it is only 
10 km at other places. Hence the average 
width of the exploited area in Kerala is 
15 km. Boat seines and gill nets capable 
of being operated in the open sea upto 
20 km from shore are used for fishing in 
this coast from non-mechanized lcountry 
crafts. 
Along the Karnataks coast the width of 
the exploited area is less. The nets in 
vogue here are the big shore seine Rampani 
and the gill nets. The operation of the 
Rampani is confined to only a narrow 
coastal belt of 3 km. However, the gill nets 
are operated upto 7 kw and the average 
exploited wldth therefore becomes 5 km. 



